
 
 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS 

HONOLULU 

 
 DAVID Y. IGE 
   GOVERNOR 

February 1, 2019 
 

TO:  The Honorable Representative Roy Takumi, Chair 
  House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
 
FROM:  Scott Morishige, MSW, Governor’s Coordinator on Homelessness 

 
SUBJECT: HB 1451 HD1 – RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS 

 
 Hearing: Wednesday, February 13, 2019, 2:00 p.m.   
   Conference Room 329, State Capitol 
 

POSITION:  The Governor's Coordinator supports this measure. 

PURPOSE:  The purpose of the bill is to extend the Emergency Department 

Homelessness Assessment Pilot Program and the Medical Respite Pilot Program to June 30, 

2020. 

Homelessness remains one of the most pressing challenges facing Hawaii, and the State 

has adopted a comprehensive framework to address homelessness that focuses on three 

primary leverage points – affordable housing, health and human services, and public safety.  

The Coordinator works closely with multiple state agencies and homeless service providers to 

implement this framework through the delivery of housing-focused services like Housing First 

and Rapid Re-Housing, as well as outreach and treatment services for unsheltered homeless 

individuals experiencing severe mental illness and/or addiction.  The coordinated efforts to 

implement the State’s framework to address homelessness have made progress in reducing the 

number of homeless individuals statewide.  Between 2017 and 2018, the number of homeless 

individuals in Hawaii decreased by 690 individuals (9.6%).  The decrease was one of the largest 

numeric decreases in homelessness in the country, only exceeded by decreases in California, 

Florida and Michigan.   
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The Coordinator recognizes the critical intersection between healthcare and 

homelessness, and notes that the Queen’s Medical Center has an established Emergency 

Department Homelessness Assessment and Medical Respite program and has demonstrated 

the ability to provide a privately funded match for government funding.  DHS is actively 

engaged in contract negotiations with the Queen’s Medical Center to implement the two pilot 

programs described in this measure.   

However, since the two pilot programs have not yet been initiated and to avoid the 

lapse of non-recurring funds appropriated by Act 209, SLH 2018 the Coordinator supports 

extending the sunset date for the pilot program for one year.   If the sunset date for the pilot 

programs are not extended, there will not be enough time for the Queen’s Medical Center to 

implement the pilots and DHS will be unable to sufficiently evaluate the effectiveness of the 

programs and make recommendations to continue, modify, or terminate either program.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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February 11, 2019 
 

TO:   The Honorable Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 
   House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
     
FROM:  Pankaj Bhanot, Director 
 
SUBJECT: HB 1451 HD1 – RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS 
 
   Hearing: February 13, 2019, 2:00 p.m. 
     Conference Room 329, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) appreciates the 

intent of this bill and the proposed amendments of Act 209, Session Laws of Hawaii (SLH) 2018.   

 PURPOSE:  The purpose of this measure is to extend the Emergency Department 

Homelessness Assessment Pilot Program and the Medical Respite Pilot Program to June 30, 

2020. (HB1451 HD1)  

DHS Homeless Programs Office (HPO) is in the process of executing contracts for the 

emergency homelessness assessment pilot and the medical respite pilot with the identified 

provider.  The proposed expiration date of June 30, 2020 for the emergency department 

homelessness assessment pilot program and medical respite pilot program will be beneficial as 

additional time is needed for the pilots to become fully operational.  Accordingly, the due dates 

for the reports will also benefit from an extension and provide more accurate data.   

HPO has included in its contract the ability to continue services with a no cost 

extension of unexpended funds in anticipation of an amendment to Act 2019, SLH 2018. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support. 



HB-1451-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2019 12:51:01 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/13/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Melodie Aduja 

O`ahu County 
Committee on 

Legislative Priorities of 
the Democratic Party of 

Hawai`i 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1451-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2019 4:05:18 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/13/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Quinn Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Committee Members: 

Please support HB1451. It is estimated that up to 70% of those on the street have 
mental health issues, many of whom self-medicate because there are no services 
available to them. Many also are veterans. 

Thank you for the opportunity to present my testimony. 

Andrea Quinn 
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